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SUBJECT: CLEARANCE FOR FAA PLANES INTO PHILIPPINES 

1. UNTIL VERY RECENTLY, EMBASSY HAS BEEN ABLE TO OBTAIN 
PLIGHT CLEARANCE POR PAA CALIBRATION AIRCRAFT BASED AT 
YOKOTA, JAPAN BY LETTER DIRECTED TO COL. HERNANDO, DIRECTOR 
OP OPERATIONS, 1ST AIR DIVISION, PHILIPPINE AIR PORCE, 

NICHOLS AIR BASE. THIS PROCEDURE WAS ESTABLISHED INPORMALLY 
BETWEEN EMBASSY AND 1ST AIR DIVISION SOME TIME AGO, AND 
HAS WORKED SATISPACTORILY UNTIL NOW. 

2. COL. HERNANDO WROTE THE EMBOPP RESPONSIBLE POR AIR- 
CRAFT CLEARANCES ON 30 MAY 1977 REQUESTING THAT HENCEFORTH 
"ENDORSEMENTS (E.G. PAA CLEARANCE REQUESTS) OF THIS NATURE 
BE DIRECTED BY DIPLOMATIC NOTE TO THE SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT 
OP POREIGN APPAIRS POR THEIR APPROPRIATE AND FINAL 
DISPOSITION." WE HAVE DISCUSSED THIS MATTER WITH BOTH 

COL. HERNANDO AND WITH FOREIGN OPPICE OFPICIALS. IT IS 
CLEAR THAT PINAL DISPOSITION OP OUR CLEARANCE REQUESTS 
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STILL RESTS SQUARELY WITH THE 1ST AIR DIVISION. THE 
POREIGN OPPICE SERVES THE DE PACTO PUNCTION OP A 
LETTER BOX. 

3. EMBOFP EXPLAINED TO HERNANDO IN SOME DETAIL THAT 
PAA PLANES OPTEN NEED CLEARANCE ON SHORT NOTICE TO 
RECALIBRATE NAVIGATION AIDS AT CLARK AND SUBIC. AT 
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FIRST, HERNANDO MAINTAINED THAT THERE ARE SUFFICIENT BACK- 
UP NAVIGATION AIDS AT AIR BASES TO PRECLUDE NEED FOR 
URGENT FAA RECALIBRATION FLIGHTS. HOWEVER, AFTER 
EMBOFF'S REPEATED EXPRESSION OF CONCERN, HERNANDO 
AGREED THAT IF NEED FOR URGENT FLIGHT AROSE, HE, AND 
HIS OFFICE, COULD PROCESS CLEARANCE REQUEST RAPIDLY 
AND ON EXCEPTIONAL BASIS. 

4. IT HAS OCCURRED TO US THAT MORE RESTRICTIVE PRO- 
CEDURES FOR CLEARANCE OF U.S. GOVERNMENT AIRCRAFT MIGHT 
HAVE IMPLICATIONS FOR U.S. INTERPRETATION OF RELEVANT 
PROVISIONS OF BASES AGREEMENT. HOWEVER, LTC. A.J. 

BUTLER, EMBASSY LEGAL ATTACHE AND PERSON MOST 
KNOWLEDGEABLE IN THIS REGARD, TELLS US THAT THERE ARE 
NO SUCH IMPLICATIONS. 

5. COMMENT: FOR SOME TIME NOW, THE GOP HAS BEEN 
ESTABLISHING INCREASINGLY FORMAL AND MORE RESTRICTIVE 
AIRCRAFT CLEARANCE PROCEDURES. EMBASSY RELIEVES THAT 
IT UNLIKELY AT PRESENT THAT FURTHER REPRESENTATIONS WILL 
SUCCESSFULLY COUNTER WHAT IS, IN CASE UNDER CONSIDERATION, 
PERROGATIVE OF GOP AND NORMAL DIPLOMATIC USAGE. HOWEVER, 
IT SEEMS TO US IMPORTANT THAT PRINCIPLE OF NECESSITY 

(AND SUPPORTING PROCEDURES) FOR RAPID CLEARANCE FOR FAA 
FLIGHTS BE ESTABLISHED AND PROTECTED. EMBASSY WOULD 
APPRECIATE COMMENTS OF FAA, CLARK, SUBIC AND INTERESTED 
WASHINGTON AGENCIES AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

STULL 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FLIGHT CLEARANCES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 15-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MANILA09175 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D77021 3-0303 

Format: TEL 
From: MANILA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770655/aaaabvtv.tel 

Line Count: 89 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 601f777c-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2144597 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CLEARANCE FOR FAA PLANES INTO PHILIPPINES 
TAGS: EAID, RP, FAA, (HERNANDO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/601 f777c-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



